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PARIS 
France 

 
Monet’s Water Lilies 

 

Materials: 

– Paper plate 

– Green acrylic paint in several 
shades of green 

– Paint Brush 

– Colored cardstock for the   
water lily 

– Yellow tissue paper 

– Scissors  

– Glue  
 

 
 

 

 
Oscar-Claude Monet, born in 1840, was a founder of French 
impressionist painting. This activity will introduce you to one of 
history’s most iconic artists, widely known for his water lily 
paintings. Skip to the last page for a deeper dive into the world 
of French Impressionism. 

Making your lily pad: 

1. Cut a small, thin pie shape out 
of the paper plate to make it 
look like a lily pad. 

2. Paint your paper plate green. If 
you want to go a step further, 
you can use finger paints in 
several shades of green to give 
it even more depth.   

Making your water lily: 

3. While your plate is drying, begin making your water lily. 
Trace the template (next page) on cardstock and cut them 
out to create four separate layers for your water lily.  
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4. Stack the layers, rotating each one 
to fill in any gaps between petals, 
and glue them all together.  

 
5. Bend each petal (up) at the white 

line to give it a more three-
dimensional look. 
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6. Cut small ½” squares out of yellow 
tissue paper and crunch them up 
before gluing them to the center of 
your flower to create the pistil.   

 
7. Once your plate has dried, glue the 

water lily to one side of your lily 
pad. 
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Making Connections 
 
 

At Travelnitch, we want to encourage ongoing dialogue between parent and child that will 
provoke curiosity about the world. Use the prompts below to spark a discussion and see 
where it takes you!  

  
 
Impressionism began in France and was inspired by a 
desire to paint landscapes and scenes from everyday life. 
The image was an “impression” of how the artist viewed 
something, capturing movement and life through thick, 
messy brush strokes.  
 
Does your water lily resemble this impressionist style? 

 
 
 
  

Before impressionism, landscapes were often painted in a studio, born from the artist’s 
imagination. The impressionists took their passion outdoors, painting landscapes while 
looking at the real thing. They played with light and color, painting the same scene from 
different angles and at different times of day.  

Hold your water lily up to sunlight and see how it changes the color. What’s different about it?  
 
 

 

Have you ever seen an impressionist painting in a gallery?  

When you make it to Paris, be sure to visit the Musée 
d'Orsay, which is home to France's greatest collection of 
Impressionist art including works by Degas, Monet, 
Pissaro, Renoir, Sisley, and Van Gogh. 

Water Lilies by Claude Monet 

The Musée d’Orsay 


